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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 3286 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIS CU 

SUB J : CUBAN FISHERY OFF AFRICA 

REF: STATE 70238 

1 . WHILE THIS EMBASSY RECOGNIZES THE DIFFICULTY FACED 
BY NMFS IN OBTAINING INFORMATION ON CUBAN AND OTHER 
COMMUNIST COUNTRY FISHING ACTIVITIES OFF AFRICA, WE 
QUESTION (A) WHETHER KMIDC IS CAPABLE OF OBTAINING THE 
KIND OF RELIABLE INFORMATION DESIRED, AND (B) WHETHER 
THE ROKG WOULD BE DISPOSED TO PERMIT ONE OF ITS FIRMS 
TO EXPOSE ITSELF TO SERIOUS RISKS IN UNDERTAKING WHAT 
CAN BE INTERPRETED AS ESPIONAGE. THEREFORE, REQUEST 
THAT DEPARTMENT REVIEW THE NEED FOR THE INFORMATION 
AND ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF OBTAINING IT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 03286 220416Z 

2. WHILE KOREAN CULTURAL TRAITS OF COURTESY AND GOOD- 
WILL TOWARD THE U.S. PREDISPOSE KMIDC TO AGREE TO PROVIDE 
U.S. REGFISHATT WITH DESIRED INFORMATION, NMFS HAS FIVE 
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE (UNDER THE US/ROK FISHERY AGREEMENTS) 

IN UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORTS TO OBTAIN ADEQUATE AND RELIABLE 
CATCH DATA FROM KOREAN VESSELS ON THEIR OWN CATCHES. 

USG ITSELF MUST BOARD OR PUT INSPECTORS ABOARD FOREIGN 
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FISHING VESSELS TO OBTAIN SUCH INFORMATION. HENCE, IT 
IS DIFFICULT TO CONCEIVE THAT KMIDC WOULD REPORT 
RELIABLY ON WHAT KIND OF CATCHES CUBAN TRAWLERS ARE 
TAKING, OR LEARN WHAT LICENSES OR FEES TO ANGOLA MIGHT 
BE OR WHERE AND FOR WHAT PRICES THEIR CATCH MIGHT BE 
MARKETED. 

3. ASSUMING THAT KOREAN FISHERMEN COULD OBTAIN RELIABLE 
DATA, THEY WOULD INEVITABLY BECOME CONSPICUOUS AS THEY 
MUST RELY ON SHIP TO SHORE RADIO TRANSMISSION TO LAS 
PALMAS. SOME WEST AFRICAN STATES RECOGNIZE NORTH KOREA 
AND IT MUST BE ASSUMED THAT ROK VESSEL TRANSMISSIONS ARE 
OPEN TO MONITORING. ROK VESSELS CAN NOW OPERATE IN THE 
AMBIVALENT POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE OF THE MAURITANIAN 
FISHERY BECAUSE GOM OFFICIALS CHOOSE TO SEE THEM 

AS "PANAMANIANS". HOWEVER, THAT MODUS VIVENDI AND OTHER 
MIGHT FALL VICTIM TO COMMUNIST COUNTRIES CHARGES 
THAT ROK VESSELS WERE ENGAGING IN "ESPIONAGE FOR 
THE USG". 

4. IF STATE AGREES WITH ABOVE, WE REQUEST THAT NMFS 
CONSIDER SEEKING INFORMATION FROM SOURCES WHICH CAN MORE 
RELIABLY AND SAFELY PROVIDE IT. 

5. AT EMBASSY REQUEST, TOKYO RFA DID NOT RAISE THIS 
SUBJECT DURING HIS VISIT TO KOREA. 

SNEIDER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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